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Emmett J. Yanez was born on 3 March 1920 in San Angelo, Texas, one of twelve 
children of Mexican immigrant parents.  Emmett’s parents worked as migrant 
laborers, harvesting sugar beets in Minnesota; by age 12 the Yanez family had 
settled in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Emmett completed school through sixth grade, then 
held a number of different jobs, including at Crown Cleaners on University Avenue 
in St. Paul, before being drafted into the US Army in October 1941. 
 Emmett completed Basic Training at Fort Warren, New York, and was 
stationed briefly in the quartermaster corps at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, and Camp 
Pickett, Virginia, before volunteering in early 1943 for airborne duty.  After 
completing this training Emmett was shipped to Europe and joined the 82nd 
Airborne.  As a BAR [Browning Automatic Rifle] man in Co. D, 2nd Btn, 504th 
Parachute Infantry, Emmett saw action at Anzio (Jan – Mar 44); the Netherlands 
(Sep – Nov 44); Belgium and Germany (Dec 44 – May 45).  Following V-E Day he 
spent some months in France before being shipped home in December 1945 and 
discharged with the rank of private first class. 
 Again a civilian, Emmett worked in the construction trade, including thirty-
two years in the bridge department of the City of St. Paul; he retired in 1984.  For 
many years Emmett worked with Twin Cities area youth as a boxing coach; he was 
also a member of DAV, the VFW, and AMVETS Post 5. 
 
Bronze Star recipient, 1945. 
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Interview key: 
T = Thomas Saylor 
E = Emmett Yanez 
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
 
T: Today is 11 November.  It’s Veteran’s Day, 2002.  This is our interview with 
Emmett Yanez.  First, Mr. Yanez, on the record I want to thank you very much for 
taking time to speak with me today. 
 
E: You’re welcome. 
 
T: We’ve been speaking for a few minutes and here’s, briefly, some of what I’ve 
learned from you.  Your folks came here from Mexico, you think right around 1918. 
 
E: That’s about right. 
 
T: You were born, I think you said, out in the wilderness but near San Angelo, Texas, 
on 3 March 1920.  You were the second oldest of a total of twelve children.  Your 
folks moved around a bit, but finally in 1930 came to Minnesota and, I think you 
said, they worked on the sugar beet harvest. 
 
E: That’s right. 
 
T: By 1932 they had landed in St. Paul permanently, right? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: You attended local schools for a while and in the late 1930s had a number of odd 
jobs, you said.  The last job you had before you were drafted into service in October 
1941 was at Crown Cleaners.  That was on University Avenue right near the 
intersection with Snelling.  You were drafted in October of 1941.  Just to get the 
dates, you were discharged in December of 1945, so over four years in service. 
 
E: Right. 
 
T: You had Basic Training and went to a number of camps.  You were in the 
Quartermaster Corps at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 
 
E: No, it was in Fort Long, Wyoming, that I was a Quartermaster. 
 
T: Basic Training. 
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E: Yes. 
 
T: And then you were stationed at Camp Shelby, Mississippi? 
 
E: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: Spent time at Camp Pickett, Virginia, and then volunteered for the Airborne, or 
the paratroopers.  Had training for that at Fort Benning, Georgia, where I guess 
almost all the paratroopers were trained.  After several other stops, brief stops, you 
did go over to Europe, and were at Anzio in early 1944.  In September 1944, the 17 
September 1944 you said, you jumped into the Netherlands and were there until 
November.  Participated in the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium in December 1944, and 
were in action all the way until the end of the war in May 1945.  That found you in 
Germany. 
 
E: Right. 
 
T: You were stationed largely in France, I think you said, until December 1945, when 
you were returned to the US and discharged with the rank of PFC. 
 
E: Right. 
 
T: After the war you returned to St. Paul and were in construction work for a while.  
In 1952 you took a job with the city of St. Paul, the bridge department.  You worked 
there for thirty-two years until you retired in 1984.  You’ve been a resident of St. 
Paul all the post-war years. 
 
E: Right. 
 
T: You were married in 1943.  Your first wife, Natalie, died in 1993, and you’re re-
married now.  Your second wife, her name is Sylvia, is also from St. Paul. 
 
E: Right. 
 
(1, A, 64) 
 
T: That’s an eventful life.  You’re one of the few veterans we’ve spoken to who was 
already in service when the US entered World War II.  7 December 1941, the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor: I’m wondering what you were doing, Mr. Yanez, 
when you first heard that news? 
 
E: I was getting ready to come home on leave at the time that happened.  I just 
happen to have gotten out of the hospital at that time.  I had some tonsillitis. 
 
T: Did you have your tonsils out? 
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E: No, I just had something in my throat and I got sick, so I didn’t have to.  I was 
sitting there gargling and all of a sudden that came over the news that Pearl Harbor.  
Everybody got excited about it.  It seemed like they all wanted to go someplace. 
 
T: So they were anxious, the people you were around, were anxious to get… these 
were servicemen, too, were anxious to get moving to be part of this. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: How about you?  How did you react to that news? 
 
E: I felt the same way the other people did, because it was kind of strange that 
something like that would happen. 
 
T: You were in service in October of ‘41.  Were you all that surprised about the fact 
that the US was now involved in the war, or had you heard rumors or suspected 
something might actually happen? 
 
E: I never heard anything about it.  I didn’t know anything about it until it happened. 
 
T: So you were as surprised as anyone that we were now actually involved in the 
war? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: From peacetime duty to wartime service, did that mean a big change for what you 
were doing and where you were doing it? 
 
E: No, I don’t think so.  I kind of thought that we took a step, at a time in, the way you 
wanted to go.  You just followed your instincts, I suppose.  I was getting tired of 
being in the States, so when I had a chance to volunteer for something special I 
volunteered. 
 
T: That being the Airborne? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Before you volunteered for the Airborne you spent, it looks like, a little over a 
year at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, and other places.  Were you frustrated at all by the 
fact that you were in the States, working for the Quartermaster Corps as a baker, or 
in the commissary, when there was a war to be fought? 
 
E: Like I say, you just had to be at the right place at the right time.  The course took 
itself.  Whatever did happen. 
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T: Did you have a chance to volunteer for something before the Airborne 
opportunity came up? 
 
E: I tried to volunteer for the Rangers, but at that time they told me I was too small. 
 
T: Do you mean the height? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: How tall were you then? 
 
E: [I was] about five four and a half.  Something like that. 
 
T: What was the minimum height requirement? 
 
E: I don’t know.  I think they required taller guys, stronger guys.  If you were small, 
you probably weren’t strong enough to do what was expected of them. 
 
T: How did that make you feel when you were told you were too small? 
 
E: I just went back… there was another fellow who wanted to go there too, but they 
didn’t take me so he said, “I won’t go either.”  About a week later he said, “There’s a 
big notice.  They want paratroopers.  They want volunteers for the paratroops.”  So 
we signed up and about three days later they packed up my bags and we left for Fort 
Benning, Georgia. 
 
T: You were in Mississippi and in Camp Pickett, Virginia, for a while too, I guess, 
before you went.  Was that a new part of the country for you, the South? 
 
E: Yes.  I had never traveled there in those States before.  I took that other 
amphibious training in Florida.  We were there for about a month for amphibious 
training. 
 
T: What were your impressions of the South, be it Mississippi or Florida or Virginia? 
 
E: Where we were anyway, there was nothing but woods and run down shacks some 
places. 
 
T: So really out in the sticks. 
 
E: Oh, yes.  We weren’t any place that was developed or anything like that. 
 
(1, A, 140) 
 
T: This is in Mississippi as well?  At Camp Shelby. 
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E: In Mississippi, yes.  Because we were in… it was infantry training camp.  While we 
were there President Roosevelt stopped by.  On the train.  Yes. 
 
T: How was that to see the President? 
 
E: It was quite a thrill.  He had his little dog, Scotty, out for a walk.  So we got to see 
him there. 
 
T: That’s pretty neat. 
 
E: Yes, it was.  I thought it was. 
 
T: From the time you were in Basic Training, really through the service, as a 
Mexican-American did you encounter any kind of discrimination?  People treating 
you differently because you were Mexican-American? 
 
E: No, not at all.  I never have felt that way in my life. 
 
T: Now the military was segregated at that time, and so certainly blacks were kept in 
separate units. 
 
E: The only unit of blacks that I saw in the service were in the Quartermaster. 
 
T: You were part of the Quartermaster Corps for a while, that’s right. 
 
E: Yes, I went to that school.  That’s where they had the school.  They were 
segregated then.  They had one part of the camp was all black.  There was a camp for 
different nationalities.  I never have felt that way. 
 
T: Did other people, not necessarily the military itself, but did other people ever 
single you out or treat you differently because you were Mexican-American? 
 
E: None at all. 
 
T: When you were in service and you made a lot of stops here, when you had free 
time or when you were on leave, what kind of people did you hang out with?  Did 
you spend time with other Mexican-Americans?  Did you spend time with blacks or 
with European-Americans?  How did you make that decision? 
 
E: I was the only Mexican in that outfit there where I was.  So I associated with 
everybody.  Then we had a boxing team, and there were two, three, four other 
Mexican kids that were in the boxing team. 
 
T: Was this camp-wide? 
 
E: It was regiment and battalion. 
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T: Had you been a boxer before you went into service? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: What attracted you to boxing when you were growing up? 
 
E: I didn’t like baseball too much.  It was just something, a kind of sport that caught 
my attention.  That’s what I did. 
 
T: How did you get into it in the service? 
 
E: When you sign up, they have what different kinds of sports you play and stuff like 
that.  I just put down I was into boxing.  When I first got down to (***), he warned 
me that there were two days, and the next they called me out and said they wanted 
me to box in a boxing show.  I told them I didn’t have any equipment.  They said, 
“Don’t worry about the equipment, we’ll equip you.”  So three days later I was out 
there boxing. 
 
T: How much boxing did you do in the service? 
 
E: Let’s see.  When we were going across, we had boxing shows on the ship. 
 
T: On the ship? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: So the ship’s moving up like this… 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: How do you box when the ring is moving? 
 
E: They just had a big tarp over the top of one of the holds. 
 
T: That was the ring? 
 
E: That was the ring.  I had a lot of fun with boxing.  I have a picture of my boxing 
team in the service. 
 
T: Did you find adjusting to the military way of life difficult? 
 
E: No.  Not at all.  I didn’t find it hard to get in the service. 
 
T: Why do you think you found it such an easy adjustment?  Some people adjusting 
to the military difficult.  Why do you think it was so easy for you? 
Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – Emmett Yanez 
Interview © 2002 by Thomas Saylor  8 
 
E: I didn’t think about it.  I didn’t think about why I have to do this and stuff like that.  
It was just something that had to be done. 
 
T: So instead of thinking about why you just sort of… 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: That made it easier? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: When you were working for the Quartermaster Corps, what kind of work were 
you doing? 
 
E: A lot of odd things.  They used us wherever they needed the help.  They felt that 
we could do it, so we did that. 
 
(1, A, 211) 
 
T: You worked, I think you said, as a baker and in the commissary. 
 
E: Yes.  So wherever they were short or they had to fill in, our thirteen or fourteen 
guys would fill in different spots. 
 
T: How did you get involved with the Quartermaster Corps?  Did you select that 
or…? 
 
E: That’s where they sent me. 
 
T: They sent you there. 
 
E: Yes.  On account of, I had some kind of a trade, and they needed people in 
different fields.  So I selected that. 
 
T: In 1943 you were on leave and you got married.  Was that a difficult decision to 
make to get married while you were in service and the war was still on? 
 
E: I didn’t even think about it.  We didn’t think about it.  She didn’t think about it.  I 
didn’t think about it.  Later on, even while…  I don’t [know] what made me get 
married.  I was going to be away.  We had decided to get married, so I came home 
and I had about five days or something. 
 
T: So everything had to happen quickly. 
 
E: Yes.  And when I left, before I got shipped out she went down there to see me. 
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T: This was before you went over to Europe. 
 
E: Before I shipped out, yes.  I was very surprised.  Very happy that she did. 
 
T: How did your wife, Natalie, deal with you being far away and in danger? 
 
E: She used to write a lot.  She used to send me gifts.  Cookies and stuff like that.  The 
mail came.  They delivered to me a whole bag full of goodies and different things.  
Scarves, towels.  I just couldn’t think why she would send stuff like that, but she did. 
 
T: She wanted to send something to you. 
 
E: I couldn’t use it.  I was on the front lines.  All the eating stuff I passed around.  We 
were off on the front.  We were on point when this happened, and that night we got 
attacked.  We had to fight ourselves back.  Then in between what was hard, we were 
in front, the main line was here and we had a truck come into our line.  With all that 
shooting and stuff like that was going on.  Our own line would be shooting at us, 
coming back to the lines. 
 
T: So you had that worry, too. 
 
E: Yes.  Then you had to go across the snow. 
 
T: So these were difficult situations.  How much of this did you write about when 
you wrote to your wife? 
 
E: I tried not to mention anything that was going on. 
 
T: Why is that? 
 
E: She was very young.  I was five years older than she was. 
 
T: You were twenty-three and she was eighteen. 
 
E: Something like that. 
 
T: So I hear you saying, you kind of censored what you wrote so she wouldn’t get 
worried? 
 
E: I just wrote the right stuff for her. 
 
T: What kind of stuff was the right stuff? 
 
E: That I loved her very much.  I missed her and not to worry.  I was trying to take 
care of myself.  Stuff like that. 
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T: Things that would keep her from getting worried? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: When she wrote to you, what kind of things did she write about to you? 
 
E: The same stuff.  How much she loved me, missed me and stuff like that.  And be 
careful, take good care of yourself.  Stuff like that. 
 
T: So a lot of real general things. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: To make you feel good so you wouldn’t worry as well? 
 
E: Right. 
 
T: Interesting letters that you wrote back and forth.  Each trying to not worry the 
other one. 
 
E: Right. 
 
T: That’s interesting.  When you came home from service, was your wife, your first 
wife Natalie, was she curious about what you had been through? 
 
E: Not at all.  She was just glad to see me.  She didn’t ask anything.  I didn’t tell her 
anything.  We just talked about our future and stuff like that.  The past is forgotten. 
 
T: And when it came to your wartime experiences, was it more that she didn’t ask 
what you were doing or that you didn’t tell her? 
 
E: She didn’t ask, and I didn’t tell her. 
 
T: How about your two sons when they were growing up?  How much did they know 
about what you did? 
 
E: I never told them any stories. 
 
T: Never told them anything?  Did they not ask, or did you not tell? 
 
E: I didn’t tell them, and they didn’t ask. 
 
(1, A, 275) 
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T: People you worked with--you worked for the city of St. Paul with a lot of the same 
guys, I take it, for years and years.  How much did they know about what you did 
during the war? 
 
E: I didn’t talk about it [at work, either].  I didn’t talk about it.  Some guys come and 
talk and joke about what they did and stuff like that, but that was about it. 
 
T: So you were content to leave that alone. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: At the same time, at your bookshop you’ve read about things, and you are 
certainly aware of what you did and what your unit did and what the war was all 
about, but I think I hear you saying you preferred… you were not a person who went 
around talking about what you did. 
 
E: No. 
 
T: After a number of months, over a year, you did volunteer for the Airborne and 
you went for training down to Fort Benning, Georgia.  How tough was that training 
for you, that four weeks in parachute training? 
 
E: It wasn’t hard for me at all.  I had been training and was used to training.  I was 
boxing.  I used to train all the time.  Run all the time and stuff like that.  So I didn’t 
mind it at all.  I saw a lot of guys puking and doing this, but I went through it without 
making a hard thing out of it. 
 
T: Can you talk to us about the first time you jumped out of an airplane? 
 
E: When you get on the plane and you knew you had to jump out of the airplane, 
before you jumped you had some butterflies in your stomach. 
 
T: Did you have those too? 
 
E: Sure. 
 
T: What was it like when you stepped out of the plane there and there’s just you and 
the parachute? 
 
E: You’re hooked up on that cable.  Your chute automatically opens up when you 
jumped out.  You’re attached and the chute pulls out.  It wasn’t hard. 
 
T: So it wasn’t like you had to remember to pull the cord or anything. 
 
E: No.  No.  But you had a reserve in case that one doesn’t open.  So after counting to 
ten, your chute opens up. 
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T: And that’s it? 
 
E: Then you float down, and if you’re lucky, you land right.  If you aren’t lucky or it’s 
windy, then you have a little problem.  You either fall on your back or make a bad 
landing.  Most of my landings were nice.  Just down (smack) and roll over. 
 
T: And the wind can cause that. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: After your first jump, were you anxious for your second one, or a little nervous 
about this? 
 
E: No.  I didn’t think about it.  Just went on to finish what we had to do. 
 
T: Were you convinced that you had made the right decision joining the Airborne? 
 
E: I never thought about it.  Not making a bad decision.  I never thought about 
anything. 
 
T: But you had to volunteer for the Airborne… 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: They didn’t come to select you.  You selected them. 
 
E: Right. 
 
T: So this a decision you wanted to join them.  When you were in the training, did 
you think, I made the right decision or did you second-guess yourself? 
 
E: No.  I never thought of anything like that.  It was just fine.  That’s what I wanted.  
It’s been like that in my life.  What I want to do.  I don’t have any regrets.  I do the 
best I can. 
 
T: Once you make a decision you don’t look back, do you? 
 
E: No.  Just move ahead. 
 
T: That’s what I hear you saying.  That’s interesting.  Maybe that makes it easier in a 
way because… 
 
E: Oh, sure. 
 
T: Because you can’t go back. 
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E: No.  Nobody’s fault but your own.  So it’s like these people that smoke you know.  
They have to have a smoke.  Nobody’s pushing them to do that. 
 
T: Interesting about smoking in the service.  A lot of servicemen smoked.  Were you 
a smoker in service? 
 
E: Just a little.  I used to smoke but not inhale.  Just… some of the other guys were 
smoking. 
 
T: Was there pressure to smoke, do you think, when you were among young 
soldiers? 
 
E: No, I don’t think so. 
 
T: Peer pressure, that sort of thing? 
 
E: No. 
 
T: Were cigarettes pretty easily available?  Easy to get? 
 
E: When we were boxing, going to Europe, that’s what they used to give the winners.  
Cigarettes.  Cartons of cigarettes.  I had a big bag full of cartons of cigarettes. 
 
T: I think there’s a fundamental disconnect between healthy boxer and giving you a 
carton of Lucky’s or something like that. 
 
E: My gosh.  I used to give them to the guys that smoked. 
 
T: How good a boxer were you? 
 
E: I was [an] average [boxer].  Fought a lot of fights in the amateur class, and when I 
came home from the service I had a few amateur fights.  Then I tried professional, 
but I couldn’t make any money on it.  So I gave it up and started training kids. 
 
T: You’ve been training kids all your life, haven’t you? 
 
E: Yes.  When my kids were growing up, I would coach them in hockey and football 
and a little baseball.  I didn’t care too much about baseball, but a couple of times I 
got stuck with that. 
 
T: That happens as parents.  But boxing’s your first love. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Mr. Yanez, your first front line situation was at Anzio in Italy. 
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E: Yes. 
 
T: Do you remember how you felt when you joined a front line unit for the first 
time? 
 
E: You have butterflies in your stomach.  They send you out to an outpost.  You have 
a CP here, a command post.  And then they send you out as an outpost, a hundred 
yards or whatever.  You’re out there to encounter whatever comes in or observe 
whatever is out in front of you.  The first night I got there I was sent out there, I met 
another fellow.  The other fellow ran out as soon as they started shooting.  He ran 
out.  So I stayed there.  It was bad, a bad campaign.  It was nothing but mud and 
water at Anzio. 
 
T: What was the most difficult thing for you there at Anzio? 
 
E: I never thought about it.  I had a job to do and that was it.  You got butterflies to 
start out with, and then you settle down. 
 
T: Is it that you just get used to the situation you’re in? 
 
E: Right.  You more or less get an idea.  That sort of thing.  During the Battle of the 
Bulge my sergeant used to… we were the scouts of the outfit. 
 
T: So you were out front. 
 
E: Yes.  Encounter what the situation was.  A lot of times we got caught and they 
would start shooting at us.  You start looking for cover. 
 
T: Did you make any jumps in Anzio, or was your first jump… 
 
E: The only jump I made was in Holland. 
 
T: You had one combat jump? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Can you talk about the combat jump that you made?  You’d done training jumps at 
Fort Benning.  Here suddenly it’s a different situation. 
 
E: You’re going.  You’re having butterflies.  You see planes getting shot down.  You 
see all these smokes puffing up at you, shooting. 
 
T: Anti-aircraft? 
 
E: Yes.  You’re kind of anxious to get out of the plane. 
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T: So you’re safer out of the plane than in it? 
 
E: Yes.  [Out of the plane] you at least have a chance to land.  You sweat when you’re 
going out there.  That was the biggest airborne invasion there was. 
 
T: How high up were you when you jumped?  What was the altitude? 
 
E: I’ll say maybe seven hundred, six hundred feet.  They tried to start at that and 
they’d keep climbing up.  Maybe eight hundred feet, nine hundred feet. 
 
T: It’s still pretty low, isn’t it? 
 
E: Yes.  Because they want you to get down fast. 
 
T: How long does it take to get to the ground when you jump at that altitude? 
 
E: It only takes a minute [to get down].  You’ve got on all that equipment.  You’ve got 
a hundred pounds of equipment on you. 
 
T: So you must fall pretty fast actually. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Can you describe the feeling of hanging on that chute, because I imagine you must 
be really anxious to get to the ground. 
 
E: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: What goes through your mind when you’re anxious to get down to the ground like 
that? 
 
E: Anxious to get down and hopefully you won’t land in the trees or something.  
Obstacle.  They were trying to set the drop zones in a cleared fields but sometimes… 
 
End of Side A.  Side B begins at counter 382. 
 
T: Your jump.  Did you run into trees or were you… 
 
E: No.  It was a pretty smooth jump in the field.  There were young Dutch people out 
there trying to help us pick up… 
 
T: Helping you out. 
 
E: Yes.  Bring the carts to pick up the equipment and stuff like that.  They had guys 
up on the roofs watching us come down. 
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T: So almost like spectators? 
 
E: Yes.  That’s what they were. 
 
T: How close were the Germans there? 
 
E: [The Germans] were across the river.  We jumped from this side of the river and 
took along this bridge.  It was five miles.  All bridges.  And we took this ground, and 
then they had the wall which they took later.  Then the British were supposed to 
come and go through.  The British paratroopers they dropped at Arnhem ahead of 
this area, they got caught and they got pretty well chewed up bad.  The British tanks 
were supposed to cross over and take the bridge and they didn’t want to go across.  
The infantry wasn’t over there.  I think it was really a mess. 
 
T: What was more difficult for you?  You’ve been at Anzio, and now you’re in the 
Netherlands.  Which of these two campaigns was more difficult for you? 
 
E: At Anzio. 
 
T: Anzio was more difficult? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Why is that? 
 
E: That was the first one. 
 
T: Because it was the first one? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Was the combat situation more difficult, or just because it was your first time? 
 
E: No, the weather, the terrain and stuff like that.  Holland it was kind of flat.  They 
had dikes and stuff like that but it was more open.  The Battle of the Bulge was a 
tough one. 
 
T: The weather was a factor there too, wasn’t it? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: When you think about Anzio and the Netherlands and, really, from the Battle of 
the Bulge forward, you were there for a year and a half with just a little bit of rest.  
What was the most difficult time that you faced personally? 
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E: It was during the Battle of the Bulge, because equipment-wise we didn’t…  It was 
winter.  We didn’t have boots and stuff like that, so when I came out of there my feet 
were double their size.  When we got out of there I was in the hospital for a week. 
 
T: With your feet?  Were you frostbitten at all? 
 
E: That was after the war.  I went through all that, then my feet get all…  So, anyway.  
It was cold.  We didn’t have the right clothes.  Stuff like that.  All of us.  Ought to get 
the right clothes. 
 
T: Was there a time that you were concerned that you might not make it back? 
 
E: It never entered my mind.  It never entered my mind.  I just thought one step at a 
time.  Whatever happens, happens.  After the Battle of the Bulge and we were going 
to Germany, we were going through the woods and there was the biggest explosion.  
Somebody set a grenade or something with one of the gas tanks and that blew 
everything apart.  It blew me up to here (holds arm several feet in the air).  I came 
down. 
 
T: Blew you up in the air off your feet. 
 
(1, B, 462) 
 
E: Yes.  Explosion.  Another time a shell went across where I was in the foxhole.  
Bumped me out.  That’s the only two close ones.  I saw a lot of tracers coming 
between us.  Of course when we got ambushed in a little town in Belgium.  We were 
on outpost and they attacked, and that time we had to pull back. 
 
T: This is a good thing to bring up.  It’s interesting that one step the wrong way, and 
you could have ended up differently. 
 
E: You could see those tracer bullets and I’m going through.  Between there.  The 
tracer was in between.  That one kid that I was telling you about, Sully?  Later on we 
were in the same situation together.  Then I found out that he had been killed. 
 
T: You were a person who took one day at a time and kind of just kept your head, 
your nose forward. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: What’s the role of chance or luck? 
 
E: I suppose there’s luck.  What else can I say?   The situations I was through, I 
always expected it would be someone else.  Get a shell in, and they’re gone. 
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T: How much do you think your getting through without a scratch, not wounded or 
anything, how much of it was it for you that you were a good soldier and how much 
of it was luck? 
 
E: I guess a little bit of both.  I never had any mission or any assignment that I had 
any trouble. 
 
T: Do you need luck to get through it? 
 
E: A lot of it. 
 
T: In the situations you were in too, whether Anzio or in the Netherlands or Belgium 
or Germany, how do you deal with seeing people get killed? 
 
E: I think you block it off.  During the Battle of the Bulge we went through the stacks 
of bodies, frozen bodies that you went through.  I think you block it off. 
 
T: To keep it out of your mind? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: From what you observed, were there other people that weren’t able to do that? 
 
E: I think there were a couple of occasions.  We were taught, we were told never to 
get too buddy-buddy with anybody. 
 
T: Don’t make close friendships? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Did your superior officers tell you that? 
 
E: No.  The sergeant that I was with, we worked together.  We were the only two that 
were close to each other.  We were on a lot of scouting and different things.  He was 
the one that told me, “All these new ones, you help them and teach but don’t get too 
close to them.” 
 
T: Did you learn that the hard way?  Had you been close to someone that did get 
lost? 
 
E: This one guy that I went overseas with, he said, “You stick with me.  I’ll carry you, 
I’ll take care of you.” 
 
T: He was a paratrooper too. 
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E: Yes.  He was the one that was with me in Anzio, and he took off.  He ran like a 
rabbit after they started shooting at us. 
 
T: What happened to him by the way? 
 
E: I don’t know. 
 
T: Did you ever see him again? 
 
E: No. 
 
T: Never saw him again.  He ran out of your foxhole and that was the last time you 
saw him. 
 
E: No.  No, I saw him in England, but after we got to England.  I saw him there. 
 
T: So you saw him in England. 
 
E: Oh, yes.  He joined the boxing club.  I didn’t talk to him after that though. 
 
T: Did you just not talk to him, or did you ignore him? 
 
E: I just didn’t associate. 
 
T: How did that change your opinion of him? 
 
E: I just didn’t pay attention to him.  The situation, I just knew that that had 
happened to him and that was it.  But I didn’t make anything out of it. 
 
T: When you were in the service and you were overseas, how did you stay in touch 
with your wife and other family members back home? 
 
E: They had this V-mail. 
 
T: Were you a regular letter writer? 
 
E: No.  I was poor. 
 
T: Did you hear about it that you should be writing more? 
 
E: Oh, yes.  They tell you.  But still that didn’t help me. 
 
T: You were just not a writer? 
 
E: I’m not a writer. 
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T: How important was it to you to get mail from home? 
 
E: If it came, it came.  I probably knew that it was coming.  I was glad to get mail. 
 
T: When you got letters were you a person who read them more than once? 
 
E: I guess sometimes.  Sometimes carry them with me. 
 
T: Did you carry photographs with you too? 
 
E: I had one of my wife. 
 
T: Where did you carry it? 
 
E: In my wallet. 
 
T: Let’s talk about news.  You’re part of the war here, but the war is much larger 
than just where you were.  How aware were you of how the war was going in a big 
sense?  The whole thing. 
 
E: I thought we were doing well, because you read or saw or heard where everybody 
is.  Making advances. 
 
T: Did you make a point of keeping aware of how the war was going?  Outside of 
your little spot? 
 
E: No, not really.  Just what I heard or battle reports. 
 
T: Did you feel that your superiors kept you pretty well informed about how things 
were going? 
 
E: I was satisfied with what they told us. 
 
T: Into 1945 the German resistance began to lessen, and American units moved 
quickly across Germany. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: When did you begin to think that the war might be ending soon? 
 
E: Heading for Berlin.  Then they stopped there.  We were there three, four, five 
days.  Then all of a sudden they came and said the war was over. 
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T: So really did it come a surprise to you that it was finally over, or were you not 
really surprised? 
 
E: I don’t think I thought of it either way.  That didn’t enter my mind.  I just heard 
that the Russians had met with our division on the front there.  Then the colonel 
called and said, I want all my boxers to start training, because we’re going to meet 
the Russians. 
 
T: He had boxing on the brain, didn’t he? 
 
E: Yes, he sure did.  He told his boxers, “All the boxers are wanted in this area.  Want 
them to start training, running.  Get the best food they have out there.” 
 
T: Did you end up boxing against the Russians? 
 
E: No, we didn’t. 
 
T: He wanted you to, though? 
 
E: I wanted to.  We wanted to. 
 
T: Mr. Yanez, when did you begin to see German POWs? 
 
E: We ran into [German POWs] just before the end of the war.  We had so many of 
them we didn’t know what to do with them. 
 
T: Really? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: What did you do with them?  They must have outnumbered you? 
 
E: We just took the rifles or whatever they had and sent them through.  They had an 
area where they had two hundred thousand. 
 
T: It sounds like they were giving up fairly easily. 
 
E: Yes, they gave up.  They just wanted to get out of it. 
 
T: How did you observe those POWs being treated by Americans? 
 
E: I saw some getting hit with rifles a couple of times.  Everybody just kept moving.  
And there were a few that had hate in them.  But not too often. 
 
T: Was that understandable from your point of view that they had this hate against 
the Germans? 
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E: I imagine.  It all depends on the individual.  Not two people are alike.  They don’t 
see it the same way.  I imagine the ones that felt that way, that’s what they did. 
 
T: But for by and large what you observed was that they got decent treatment, the 
German POWs? 
 
E: There were lots of them.  They got decent treatment all through.  Look what 
happened here—they got better treatment here than our guys.  When we went 
through and relieved a bunch of our prisoners, some of those guys had been in there 
since the invasion of Italy [in 1943].  They had been captured there. 
 
T: Were you involved in the liberation of any of those camps in Germany? 
 
E: Yes, concentration camps.  I don’t know which ones.  We saw those people.  Oh, 
man.  Nothing but bones. 
 
T: What kind of an impression did that make on you as a young man? 
 
E: It just… how could one human being do that to another?  You’ve seen the pictures 
of them. 
 
T: Yes.  I’ve seen the pictures and I’ve often wondered myself how would I react if 
suddenly I came upon that? 
 
E: You just kind of feel sorry for them.  There’s nothing really you can do when they 
get to that condition.  It was terrible. 
 
(1, B, 639) 
 
T: Had you heard stories up until that point about German atrocities? 
 
E: You heard some of them down the line before that.  What they had been doing to 
these people.  Put them in the ovens and burn them.  I saw boxcars full of bodies in 
the one area that we came into.  Big, long, dried up.  They had big open pits where 
they had all the bodies in there.  It just made you sick. 
 
T: The smell must have been awful. 
 
E: They were pretty dry.  I don’t know what they put on them.  It was terrible.  And 
the people that could walk were all just walking skeletons. 
 
T: Did it seem to make people around you angry at the Germans because of that? 
 
E: If it was there, I didn’t see it, no.  Or I didn’t pay attention to it.  One of the two. 
 
Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – Emmett Yanez 
Interview © 2002 by Thomas Saylor  23 
T: How were you involved with these camps and these prisoners?  Did you have any 
specific responsibilities? 
 
E: Not really.  Other people were taking care of that.  We just kept taking the 
prisoners.  Having to move into the area where they all were supposed to go to.  
That’s about it.  That’s what we did anyway. 
 
T: How much contact did you have before the war ended or even after, how much 
contact did you have with German civilians? 
 
E: Not much.  I didn’t have any contact with them.  Just saw them.  That’s about it. 
 
T: How would you describe them?  Did they seem to be friendly, scared?  When you 
saw them from a distance, what did you make of them? 
 
E: I thought they were glad it was over with.  They had something to look forward 
to.  That’s the way they looked to me.  Some of the kids would smile and stuff like 
that, but you know kids. 
 
T: Kids were smiling. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Did people, yourself included, give food or other things to the people?  To the 
kids? 
 
E: Always did.  No matter where we were.  You always gave them candy.  Or 
cigarettes for the papa.  They were little moochers. 
 
T: Really? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: As a soldier, which civilian population did you find easiest to deal with, from the 
Italians, the Dutch, the Germans, the French?  From your perspective, who was the 
easiest to deal with? 
 
E: I guess it would be the funniest; the little kids were hustlers.  Hustlers for 
chocolates and for this or that. 
 
T: Did it work? 
 
E: Oh, sure.  Gum and stuff like that. 
 
T: So you knew you were being hustled and you gave them stuff anyway? 
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E: We felt sorry for them.  And the Dutch people were very appreciative when we 
were there.  When we were dropping from the sky, they were on the roofs.  Then 
they came over and tried to help us pick up the equipment, the heavy equipment.  
They brought their carts from home. 
 
T: Did you have contact with the Dutch people after that day too when you were 
there? 
 
E: No.  Not much.  We were on the front line most of the time.  When we pulled back 
we had a little contact, but not too much. 
 
T: You had experience with French people, too. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: What can you say about them? 
 
E: They were friendly.  They were glad it was over with.  Past.  It was a second 
chance when we liberated them.  The first time they got pushed back.  So we freed 
them again when we went in there finally. 
 
T: A little switch.  You were in Europe when President Roosevelt died on April 12, 
1945.  How did you react to that news? 
 
E: Kind of sad, because I always felt that he was a good president.  I always felt that 
he was the people’s president.  He pulled this country out of the Depression.  That 
comes to my mind. 
 
T: Were you nervous at all about the fact that we had a new president now towards 
the end of the war? 
 
E: No, it never dawned on my mind. 
 
T: Less than a month later, on May 8, 1945, the war against Germany ended.  How 
did you react to that news that the war for you in Europe was over? 
 
E: I felt that we could start breathing again.  Relaxing a little bit, because there still 
would be a lot of stuff going on.  You had all those mines out in the areas.  Certain 
places were mined and stuff like that.  I thought when we were bringing the 
prisoners back, one of them was coming in a truck, and they ran into a mine and 
blew them all apart.  A lot of the guys on the truck got killed and a lot of them got 
hurt. 
 
T: So the fighting was over but there were still things. 
 
(2, B, 711) 
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E: There’s other things that are there. 
 
T: You couldn’t totally relax? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Were you concerned then, Emmett, that you might be going to the Pacific? 
 
E: It never dawned on my mind.  I thought day for day.  That what I thought it was 
anyway. 
 
T: Kind of taking one day at a time, do you think that made the war experience 
easier for you? 
 
E: I’m sure it did.  Otherwise I would be a nervous wreck. 
 
T: There must have been nervous wrecks around you too, right? 
 
E: Yes, once in a while. 
 
T: You were in France, I guess, when the war against Japan ended in August of 1945. 
 
E: Yes, we were in France.  They shipped us home from France, from Marseilles.  We 
shipped out. 
 
T: How did you react to the news that the war in the Pacific was over?  That is, all 
the fighting was done? 
 
E: I felt good.  Relaxed.  Glad that it was over.  A lot of us would be going back home. 
 
T: Did you have brothers in service by now?  By the time you were in Europe, did 
you have brothers in the service? 
 
E: Oh, yes.  My brother Ben was in, so was my brother Lawrence.  In the Pacific.  Ben 
was in Europe.  Lawrence was a medic in the Pacific. 
 
T: Were you in contact with them at all when you were in the service? 
 
E: No. 
 
T: Not at all? 
 
E: No. 
 
T: When you got back home in 1945, were they home as well? 
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E: No.  They came right after that.  They came after I got home. 
 
T: How much did you talk among your two service brothers about the war? 
 
E: None. 
 
T: All of you came back and that was not a topic? 
 
E: No. 
 
T: So not only was it not a topic with family, but even people who shared an 
experience, who were active duty, it wasn’t really something you talked about? 
 
E: No.  Every once in a while at work or something like that somebody would start a 
topic, what they did or where they served. 
 
T: And your brothers, you didn’t talk about it with your brothers any more than with 
people at work? 
 
E: No.  I just knew that my brother Lawrence was in the Pacific.  He got wounded.  
He was a medic in one of the infantry units.  I don’t know which one, but that’s what 
he was.  Another one was in maintenance.  He was hauling tanks that were broken 
up or crippled, and he was hauling those tanks back.  Transportation, I think. 
 
T: That was is Europe? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Did you make contacts, that is acquaintances, in the service that you stayed in 
contact with after you were discharged?  Are there people that you knew in the 
service that you stayed in touch with after you were discharged? 
 
E: A couple of them.  Because when I came out of the service, I wrecked one of my 
knees during the Battle of the Bulge, and—this was when I came home—I went to 
the VA hospital. 
 
T: When you came home? 
 
E: Yes.  I got sick, and so they sent me to the VA hospital. 
 
T: What happened to your knee? 
 
E: I got it wrecked up during the Battle of the Bulge.  I was crippled up.  I tore some 
ligaments in it.  Then my feet were like balloons.  Then after the war they sent me to 
the hospital and got them down.  When I came home from the hospital I had some 
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kind of a throat irritation or something.  That’s when the VA came and checked me 
out and asked what injuries I had, and I told them my knee.  They put me in for 
compensation for my knee. 
 
End of Tape 1.  Tape 2, Side A begins at counter 000. 
 
E: So I started writing to different people, like the sergeant, that we were in 
together. 
 
T: Because they would have to say that you were actually hurt while in the service? 
 
E: Yes.  I wrote to this one, and then the wife wrote me back and said, “I’m sorry, but 
he was killed.  On the Fourth of July he was going somewhere and he got killed in a 
car accident.”  So then I wrote another one, and he was in New Jersey.  He wrote me 
back.  He wrote a recommendation for me.  Then I had to get my boxing trainer from 
here to say that I was all right before I went in the service.   I had to get three 
references.  I got those. 
 
T: So you had to prove that you were healthy when you went in, and that the injuries 
you suffered happened while you were in service? 
 
E: Yes.  The Battle of the Bulge.  So I got those signed and they set it up.  So they gave 
me ten percent for the knee. 
 
T: So you were in contact with a couple people.  Did you write to them over the 
years, sort of stay in contact or not? 
 
E: I get this [82nd Airborne Association] paper.  There’s one of the guys, I still write 
to him once in a while.  He’s had a lot of trouble.  He’s got cancer.  Albert Lodge. 
 
T: Have you had unit reunions since the war? 
 
E: These people here once a year they have an annual get-together.  All the old guys 
go down there to Fort Bragg.  I was there in ’93, I think.  I went down there in ‘93, 
‘92.  I went down to one of the reunions. 
 
T: Is that the first time you had been? 
 
E: Yes.  I met a lot of the lieutenants in my squad.  Then our platoon sergeant, our 
squad leader.  The platoon sergeant was from Texas.  His name was Anderson.  He 
survived from it.  I used to call once in a while.  He was a happy-go-lucky guy.  
Nothing bothered him.  He told me, I’m retired now and I bought me a little place 
someplace in Texas, right by the lake.  I call my place Mucho Trabajo, a lot of work.  
Later on I heard that he killed himself.  Had cancer and couldn’t take it.  This 
lieutenant told me that he had shot himself. 
 
Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – Emmett Yanez 
Interview © 2002 by Thomas Saylor  28 
(2, A, 79) 
 
T: The reunions and stuff, are these things that you didn’t really want to be part of, 
or just that you didn’t bother to go? 
 
E: I was just too busy with my life, and other things took preference to this. 
 
T: Have you been a member of VFW or American Legion over the years? 
 
E: A member of the DAV. 
 
T: Disabled American Veterans. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: VFW too? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: Have you been an active participant in those groups over the years? 
 
E: Once in a while.  I don’t have time.  Like I said, I had boxing club and that takes a 
lot of my time.  Very much of my time.  I go once in a while, from time to time.  When 
there’s something special. 
 
T: You got out of the service in December 1945.  You’d been in the service more than 
four years. 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: What was your initial reaction to being out of the military? 
 
E: I think I was glad that I was out.  Trying to do something for myself, something 
with my life.  Raise my kids. 
 
T: How soon did you get to work after you got out or were you content to relax for a 
while? 
 
E: I think I relaxed for about a month or so [after I got out].  I came back and my 
mother wouldn’t let me out of the house for two weeks.  She was very glad that I was 
home. 
 
T: Had she worried about you when you were overseas? 
 
E: Oh, sure she did.  I’m sure she [worried about me when I was overseas].  Anyway, 
she gave me that feeling. 
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T: Your folks, your mom, your dad, were they happy to have you back and didn’t 
really want to talk about what you had been doing? 
 
E: I’m sure they were.  Actually my mother didn’t want to leave me out of the house. 
 
T: Were you living with your folks then too? 
 
E: We had a room from them.  I had to get out and get our own place now. 
 
T: How hard was it to find a place to live for you and Natalie? 
 
E: It wasn’t hard.  She had a place to live. 
 
T: Natalie had her own place?  So you had a place to go back to. 
 
E: Oh, yes. 
 
T: How easy was it to find a job once you were back as a civilian? 
 
E: I guess it wasn’t hard [to find a job].  They were hiring at (***), so I went down 
there.  Then I knew a guy at the local… he used to watch me box and he was one of 
the officials there.  He said he would get me a job.  I went down there and started 
working construction. 
 
T: So it really didn’t take you that long to find a job, did it? 
 
E: No.  No. 
 
T: What was the hardest thing for you readjusting to being a civilian after four years 
in the military? 
 
(2, A, 135) 
 
E: I didn’t find it hard.  The people around me, I felt real comfortable.  It wasn’t hard. 
 
T: Did you miss the discipline of Army life, the kind of regimentation? 
 
E: No. 
 
T: So you fit into the service pretty well, but you left it behind pretty easily too. 
 
E: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: Did you miss the excitement of the Army?  In 1944 and 1945, it was a different 
and, the way you describe it, almost an exciting life in a way.  Did you miss that? 
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E: No, not at all. 
 
T: Are you a person who was happy to be a civilian again? 
 
E: Sure. 
 
T: What kind of difficulties did you have in the post-war years with things like bad 
dreams or nightmares or recalling things from the war? 
 
E: I think I did have those, but I think I must have gotten over them fairly fast.  Fairly 
fast.  But I did have some. 
 
T: Were they often times the same images, the same kind of memories that came 
back or were they different ones? 
 
E: At different times I think.  Different things that happened. 
 
T: How do you think you got over those, because you mentioned they sort of went 
away? 
 
E: They just went away.  I didn’t have a hard time with them. 
 
T: It’s just that you remembered, and that sometimes things would come back? 
 
E: Yes. 
 
T: You’re a pretty easy-going guy, aren’t you, that kind of adjusts?  The way you 
describe yourself, you adjusted to being in service and kind of adjusted to whatever 
came your way. 
 
E: That’s right. 
 
T: It’s a good way to handle life, I think. 
 
E: I think so, because you can make life hard.  There are some people, everything 
upsets them.  Everything… if it happens, it happens. 
 
T: I wish I was a little more like you (laughs).  When we started, I said there would 
be a chance at the end for you to be a philosopher, and this is your chance.  When 
you were in service during the war, Mr. Yanez, what did the war mean for you 
personally?  What was it all about? 
 
E: The only thing I can think of is, who do you want to be dominated by?  And we 
had a family to protect.  I live in this country, so I feel that I’m part of that.  It’s my 
country. 
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T: Your folks, did they become American citizens, too? 
 
E: I really couldn’t tell you for sure. 
 
T: Just curious.  Final question: what do you think is the most important way that 
the war changed your life? 
 
E: What could I say to that?  I suppose it made me a more responsible person to my 
family.  More responsible to the things that are happening.  And try to see what I can 
do to help. 
 
T: In a different way than you might have before you were in the service?  The kind 
of person that you were.  Are you saying your war experience kind of changed, kind 
of made you more aware of how you could help people, how you could contribute to 
things? 
 
E: That’s right. 
 
T: Did you use GI Bill benefits at all after the war either for school or for mortgage? 
 
E: I think I might have done that for the first time I bought a place. 
 
T: Do you remember when that was? 
 
E: It must be in the ‘70s. 
 
T: So even that many years later you could use GI Bill benefits for your mortgage? 
 
E: I think so.  I think I did use some of it. 
 
T: And you didn’t use it for any kind of school or tech training after the war? 
 
E: No. 
 
T: Let me thank you very much, and ask if there’s anything you want to add before 
we conclude? 
 
E: Just that I enjoyed this conversation about my past.  I did what was important. 
 
T: Thanks very much 
 
E: You’re welcome. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
 
